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The Nature Conservancy 
Colorado River Program 
2424 Spruce St. 
Boulder, CO 80302 

 
 
nature.org/coloradoriver 
 

 
 
 
March 11, 2019 
 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Financial Assistance Support Section 
Attn: Mr. Darren Olson 
P.O. Box 25007, MS 84-27814 
Denver, CO 80225 
 
Dear Mr. Olson, 
 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is pleased to support the Grand Valley Water Users Association’s (GVWUA) and Orchard Mesa 
Irrigation District’s (OMID) application to the Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency Grant 
program for the Roller Dam Electrical and Control Systems Upgrades Part 2 (D&C EP2) Project.  This Project will provide 
improved water control and management and refinement, resiliency, and reliability of the electrical and control systems and 
assure the continued operations of the Roller Dam Facility and Canal Headworks.   
 
TNC is an active partner with GVWUA, OMID, Reclamation and others in the Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery 
Program. The continued operation of the Roller Dam is a critical component of the Recovery Program in order to help meet 
flow targets in the 15-mile reach. The electrical and control system upgrades are essential to continued operations of the 
Roller Dam. This project also aligns with the Bureau of Reclamation’s WaterSMART program by supporting water supply 
reliability benefits and improved water control and management. Additionally, the project was identified as a Basinwide 
“Top Priority” project in the Colorado River Basin Implementation Plan (BIP), and TNC has supported past work to line the 
upper 500 feet of the Government Highline Canal. 
 
Overall, TNC supports GVWUA efforts to rehabilitate the Roller Dam Facilities, as the Roller Dam is an integral part of the 
Grand Valley irrigation system, Grand Valley Power Plant, and the 15-Mile Reach on the Colorado River that supports 
threatened and endangered fish.   
 
We appreciate your consideration of this request and urge you to support this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Aaron Derwingson 
The Nature Conservancy 
Agriculture Coordinator, Colorado River Program 
 
 

 





121 South Tejon Street, Fourth Floor
P.O. Box 1103, Mail Code 940
Colorado Springs, CO 80947-0940

Phone 719-668-8688
Fax 719-668-8666
http://www.csu.org

March 15, 2019 
 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Financial Assistance Support Section 
Attn: Mr. Darren Olson 
P.O. Box 25007, MS 84-27814 
Denver, CO 80225 
 
 
Dear Mr. Olson, 
 
Colorado Springs Utilities is pleased to support the Grand Valley Water Users Association’s and Orchard 
Mesa Irrigation District’s application to the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) WaterSMART Water 
and Energy Efficiency Grant program for the Roller Dam Electrical and Control Systems Upgrades Part 2 
(D&C EP2) Project. The Roller Dam Rehabilitation Project was identified as a Basinwide “Top Priority” 
project in the Colorado River Basin Implementation Plan (BIP). The Project aligns with Reclamation’s 
WaterSMART program by supporting water supply reliability benefits, water savings and improved 
water control and management.  
 
Colorado Springs Utilities is a long-term participant and supporter of the Upper Colorado River 
Endangered Fish Recovery Program. The benefit of the D&C EP2 Project to the Upper Colorado River 
Endangered Fish Recovery Program is that it will support the long-term maintenance of adequate flows 
in the 15-Mile Reach, designated critical habitat of federally-listed endangered fish in this section of the 
Colorado River and downstream of the 15-Mile Reach. Increasing the river flows in this reach of the 
Colorado River has been identified as being crucial to the recovery of the listed fish. These flow 
improvements have been achieved in a manner consistent with state water law. 
 
System improvements to Grand Valley Project facilities and more efficient operations have allowed for 
average annual foregone diversions of more than 46,000 acre-feet (AF) as determined by Reclamation 
for the years 2002-2013. As a result of these efforts, combined with the administrative and operational 
opportunities for enhanced water management established by the Orchard Mesa check case, Colorado 
River flows in the Grand Valley have been greater and more consistent in recent years.   
 
We appreciate your consideration of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kirsta Scherff-Norris 
Senior Wildlife Biologist  
Colorado Springs Utilities
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AMMENDMENT TO
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

AMONG
THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, WESTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE, 

THE GRAND VALLEY WATER USERS ASSOCIATION,
AND

THE COLORADO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
REGARDING 

THE GRAND VALLEY DIVERSION DAM 
ELECTRICAL AND CONTROL SYSTEMS UPGRADE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), the Grand Valley Water Users 
Association (GVWUA), and the Colorado State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) entered 
into a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the electrical and control system upgrade to 
the Grand Valley Diversion Dam which was fully executed by all parties as of October 4, 
2018 (see Attachment A); and

WHEREAS, GVWUA is also proposing to replace the headworks on the Grand Valley 
Diversion Dam in efforts to upgrade the in-use structure; and

WHEREAS, Reclamation has evaluated the headworks replacement for potential impacts 
and the additional project area has increased the Area of Potential Effect (see Attachment B 
for updated APE map); and

WHEREAS, Reclamation as the lead Federal agency has determined, in consultation with 
the Colorado State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), that the Grand Valley Diversion 
Dam (5ME.301) is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and the Government 
Highline Canal (5ME.4676.24) is eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criteria A and C,
and that the headworks replacement project will result in an adverse effect to 5ME.301 and 
no adverse effect to 5ME.4676.24; and

WHEREAS, Reclamation has consulted with the Mesa County Commissioners, the Town of 
Palisade, and the Palisade Historical Society on the proposed undertakings, and they have all 
chosen not to participate in the consultation as a concurring party; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(1), Reclamation has notified the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) of its adverse effect determinations
providing the specified documentation, and the Council has chosen not to participate in the 
consultation pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(1)(iii);

WHEREAS, pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.6(c)(7), the parties to the MOA desire to amend the 
MOA;

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows:

I. The MOA shall be amended to replace Stipulation III in full with the following language: 
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ATTACHMENT A - MOA 
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ATTACHMENT B – AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT MAP 
































