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June 12, 2024 

Honorable Camille Touton 
Commissioner 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

Dear Commissioner Touton: 

I write in support of Desert Water Agency (DWA) and their application for the WaterSMART Grant: 
Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects program. If awarded, this funding would empower residents in my 
district and neighboring areas to significantly reduce their water consumption. 

will conserve water and enhance the 
community's aesthetic and environmental quality. DWA has been a steadfast advocate for water 
conservation, and this project represents another significant step in our collective efforts to responsibly 

. Water conservation is critical in our region, where approximately 
80% of water use occurs outdoors. 

would have on the lives of the individuals I serve and represent. The Coachella Valley experiences 
extremely high temperatures and minimal precipitation, making water conservation essential for the long-
term sustainability of our region. Implementing this project encourages residents to replace grass with 
drought-tolerant landscaping, which will enhance the environmental quality of our community. 

I believe Desert Water Agency has the capacity to successfully carry out this project, and I urge full and 
fair consideration, consistent with all relevant program rules and regulations. If you have any additional 
questions, please feel free to contact my office at (760) 424-8888. 

Sincerely, 

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress 



 
 
 

   

 
    

 
    
    

   
 

           
 

   
 

              
     

 
            

           
             

             
           

          
 

             
           

           
             

           
                

                
      

 

 

 
  
    

 

July 01, 2024 

The Honorable Camille Touton 
Commissioner 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

RE: Desert Water Agency's Grass Removal Incentives for Water Conservation Project 

Dear Commissioner Touton, 

I am writing this letter in support for Desert Water Agency's Grass Removal Incentives 
for Water Conservation project. 

As you may know, the Coachella Valley experiences high temperatures and minimal 
precipitation, making water conservation essential for the long-term sustainability of our 
community. Desert Water Agency has been a steadfast advocate for water conservation, and 
this project represents another significant step in our collective efforts to responsibly manage 
our region's water resources. The proposed Grass Removal Incentive Program encourages 
residents, and neighboring areas to significantly reduce their water consumption. 

Water conservation is critical in this region, where approximately 80% of water use 
occurs outdoors. Turf removal presents a substantial opportunity for achieving significant 
water savings. By encouraging residents to replace grass with drought-tolerant landscaping, 
this program will conserve water, and improve the environmental quality of the community. 

I urge your full and fair consideration of application consistent 
with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations. Please keep my office informed of the status of 
this application, and if I can be of further assistance, please contact Angel Marquez, at (619) 239-
3886. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

ALEX PADILLA 
United States Senator 



  

    
   
   

  

             

  

                    
              

            

             
                 

               
              
           

                 
               

                
                   

            

                
              

  

                   
    

 
   

   

27 June 2024 

The Honorable Camille Touton, Commissioner 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

RE: Letter of Support for WaterSMART Grant: Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects FY 2025, NOFO # 
R24AS00059 

Dear Commissioner Touton: 

As Director of the Office of Sustainability for the City of Palm Springs, I am writing to express my strong support for 
Desert Water Agency's Grass Removal Incentives for Water Conservation project. Palm Springs is home to 
approximately 43,800 residents, all of whom are directly impacted by our region's water management strategies. 

The Coachella Valley experiences high temperatures and minimal precipitation, making water conservation essential 
for the long-term sustainability of our community. Desert Water Agency (DWA) has been a steadfast advocate for 
water conservation, and this project represents another significant step in our collective efforts to responsibly 
manage our region's water resources. The proposed Grass Removal Incentive Program will empower more 
residents of Palm Springs and neighboring areas to significantly reduce their water consumption. 

Water conservation is critical in our region, where approximately 80% of water use occurs outdoors. Turf removal 
presents a substantial opportunity for achieving significant water savings. By encouraging residents to replace grass 
with drought-tolerant landscaping, this program will not only conserve water but also enhance the aesthetic and 
environmental quality of our community. We have partnered with DWA in the past to provide matching funding for 
enhanced rebates which have yielded reductions of over 500,000 square feet of turf. 

On behalf of the City of Palm Springs, I wholeheartedly support DWA's Grass Removal Incentive for Water 
Conservation Project. We appreciate your thoughtful consideration of DWA's proposal and the substantial regional 
benefits it promises. 

If you have any questions regarding this proposal or my endorsement, please do not hesitate to contact me at 760-
323-8214 or via email at lindsey-paige.mccloy@palmspringsca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey-Paige 
Director, 
City of Palm Springs 

Office of 
McCloy 

Sustainability 

mailto:lindsey-paige.mccloy@palmspringsca.gov








  

    
   
   

  

      
       

   

          
           

         
           

           
       

    

       
         

         
          

     

           
            

  

           
           
         
       

        
         

   

July 1, 2024 

The Honorable Camille Touton, Commissioner 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

RE: Letter of Support for WaterSMART Grant: Small-Scale 
Water Efficiency Projects FY 2025, NOFO # R24AS00059 

Dear Ms. Touton: 

As the Chief Planning Officer for the Agua Caliente Water Authority, 
I am writing in strong support of Desert Water Agency Grass 
Removal Incentives for Water Conservation Project. The Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians has 500 tribal members on 31,500 
acres. Agua Caliente has long been a good steward of water 
resources and a proponent for sustainable groundwater 
management in the Coachella Valley. 

Coachella Valley experiences high temperatures and minimal 
precipitation, so water conservation is essential to the long-term 
future of the valley. The proposed Grass Removal Incentive Program 
will allow more residents on the Reservation and those in neighboring 
areas to reduce their water footprint. 

Water conservation is critical, and in our area, about 75% of water 
use is outdoors. Grass removal is a great place to achieve high 
savings. 

On behalf of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, please 
accept this letter of support for DWA’s Grass Removal Incentive for 
Water Conservation Project. We appreciate your thoughtful review of 
DWA’s proposal and the regional benefits it offers. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret E. Park, AICP 
Chief Planning Officer 
AGUA CALIENTE WATER AUTHORITY 
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