RECLAMATION

Managing Water in the West

West Salt River Valley Basin Study

Contact: Mitchell Haws, 623-773-6274, mhaws@usbr.gov
Deborah Tosline, 623-773-6277, dtosline@usbr.qgov

The West Salt River Valley (WSRYV) is located in central Arizona in the western portion of the Phoenix
metropolitan area along the Salt River before the confluence of the Gila River. This is one of the fastest
growing areas in the Phoenix metropolitan area. It consists of several small to midsize cities and towns.
The WSRYV is located in the Basin and Range physiography, characterized by steep linear mountain
ranges and broad alluvial basins. These alluvial basins contain large aquifers of varying water quality.
The WSRYV Basin, along with the bordering sub-basins of the Hassayampa, Rainbow Valley. Agua Fria,
and Lake Pleasant are the sub-basins which influence ground and surface water conditions in the WSRV
Basin. These include groundwater inflow and outflow, depth to groundwater, withdrawals and recharge,
surface water conditions, subsidence potential, and quality of groundwater. The aquifers located in
these sub-basins have been a source of ground water for agriculture and potable uses for over 100 years.
Developing renewable water supplies, such as surface water and effluent, will be important in slowing
the existing groundwater overdraft.

Because of the rapidly expanding population, water supplies are a primary concern. The cities in the
WSRYV are dependent on groundwater to meet i
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WSRV. The objectives for this study are:

Examine and update water supplies and demands
Model groundwater and potential recharge
Develop alternatives to deliver surface water
Develop climate change adaptations

The estimated cost for this Basin Study is $1,700,000 with Reclamation contributing $840,000 and the
WESTCAPS members and contributors adding $860,000 of direct or in-kind funding.

RTUENT OF i 7y
A g ’8%4

U.S. Department of the Interior
* Bureau of Reclamation

i“



mailto:mhaws@usbr.gov
mailto:dtosline@usbr.gov

