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Making Electricity

Hungry Horse Project plays an important

role in meeting the needs for electricity in the
Pacific Northwest. The reservoir stores almost
3.5 million acre-feet of water for later release

to produce clean hydroelectricity. Reclamation
upgraded the Hungry Horse generators in the
early 1990s to produce up to 428,000 kilowatts
of electricity, enough for almost 270,000 homes.
The Bonneville Power Administration sells the
electricity to help pay the cost of constructing,
operating, and maintaining Hungry Horse
Project.

Dam Construction Specifications

Structural Height: 564 ft
Crest Length: 2,115 ft
Crest Elevation: 3,565 ft
Base Width: 320 ft
Crest Width: 34 ft
Volume of Concrete: 2,934,500 cu yd

Dr . Ernest Keeley, Idaho State University

Rich Habitat Supports Many Species

The reservoir and surrounding area provide
rich habitat for a variety of species such as elk,
moose, deer, bear, upland birds, and fish. Bull
trout, listed as a threatened species under the
Endangered Species Act, spawn in tributaries
and then migrate to Hungry Horse Reservoir.

Seasons of the Reservoir

Hungry Horse Reservoir captures spring runoff to reduce flood damage along the Flathead and Columbia
River systems in Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. The reservoir remains high throughout the
summer for recreation. The dam releases water during the fall and winter to produce electricity.

One Big System

Hungry Horse
Project is part of the
Federal Columbia
River Power System.
Reclamation and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers operate dams and powerplants,
including the nearby Libby and Albeni Falls
Dames, as a single system. The Federal system
produces electricity, reduces flooding, and
provides water for irrigation, navigation,
recreation, and fish and wildlife.

Quite an
Attraction

Hungry Horse
Reservoir is
the center of
attention for
those who enjoy a wide variety of year-round
outdoor activities. The U.S. Forest Service
(Flathead National Forest), in cooperation
with Reclamation, manages the numerous
campgrounds and boat launches around the
reservoir. The 34-mile-long reservoir has
over 6,800 acres of water surface and about
170 miles of
shoreline.
Visitors enjoy
fishing, boating,
swimming, and
waterskiing.

From the
Mountains of
Montana

The cool, clear
water of the South
Fork Flathead
River begins in
the Bob Marshall
Wilderness along
the western slopes
of the Continental
Divide. The water

flows into Hungry Horse Reservoir where it is

stored for later use.

Improving an
Excellent
Fishery

Reclamation
supports efforts
to improve
habitat and
increase
species’
populations
by releasing
water year-

round to preserve the river habitat downstream

from Hungry Horse Dam. Through

innovative engineering and Bonneville Power

Administration funding, Hungry Horse Dam

now releases water from specific reservoir

elevations to more closely follow the natural
cycle of seasonal water temperatures. This and
other projects with the U.S. Forest Service and
the State of Montana have improved habitat
and fishery throughout the Flathead River

Basin.
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