
WY2022 & 2023 Hungry Horse 
Dam Operations
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WY2022 Hungry Horse Dam 
Operations
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May 1, 2022 Expected Monthly Distribution
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Description of Summary Plot
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Hungry Horse Dam Operations – WY2022
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April 30th, reservoir 
was 15 ft below FRM 

requirement

Provide 
gradually 

descending 
flows at 

Columbia Falls 

Delivery of flow 
augmentation ends

Reservoir refills 
during flood event, 
reducing flows at 

Columbia Falls 

Provide minimum 
flows and reduce spill 

likelihood due to 
O&M requirements



2022 June Flood
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Estimated Peak Stage 
without Hungry 
Horse Dam FRM 

operation

The natural streamflow volume 
past Columbia Falls for the month 
of June was 2nd largest in historical 
record (since 1952) and was 157% 

of average
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WY2023 Hungry Horse Dam 
Operations
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May 1, 2023 Expected Monthly Distribution
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2023 June Drought
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1964 removed for scale

2023 natural streamflow 
at Columbia Falls

Rapidly decreasing 
streamflow in May

Streamflow 
decreasing to near 

historical lows in June



Hungry Horse Dam Operations – WY2023
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Outflows ramped down 
due to rapidly 

decreasing forecasted 
runoff volume

Outflows hold steady 
to provide gradually 
descending flows at 
Columbia Falls and 
projected outflows 
required in the fall 

Delivery of flow 
augmentation ends

Reservoir refill missed by 
6.5 feet in anticipation of 
outflows needed to meet 
Columbia Falls minimums 

Provide minimum flows 
and required elevations 

for critical culvert 
replacement



WY2024 Conditions at Hungry Horse Dam
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March 14, 2024 Expected Monthly Distribution
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Hungry Horse Reservoir Pool Elevation
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• Reservoir is much higher than WY2023
• Forecast is 76% of avg
• Reservoir refill looks likely but not 100%
• Still have until early May to build 

snowpack
• Spring operations highly dependent on 

weather in May-Jul
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WY24
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Where can you find more information?

Visit our webpage at www.usbr.gov/pn/ where you can find:

• Recording of this presentation
• Common Q/A’s
• Links to other agencies webpages

For additional information from 
Reclamation: 

• Email us at: gen-pnr-pninfo@usbr.gov




