
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST 

Project Name: Hazen Water Inlet Closure, Truckee Canal, Ncwlands Project, Nevada 

CECNumber: 1,0-2011·1010 

Cost Authority: A20 191249991000000 

Date: May 3, 20 II 

Exclusion Category: 516 DJ'v! 14, 14.5.C.3. - Minor construction activities associated with 
authorized projects which correct unsatisfactory environmental conditions or which merely 
augment or supplement, or are enclosed within existing facilities. 

Nature of Action: USDI Bureau of Reclamation, Lahontan Basin Area Office is directing 
Truckee Carson Irrigation District (TC'ID) to close the Hazen Pipeline inlet located at 
approximate station 1294+90 (milepost 24.52) on the Truckee Canal (see Fig I). This will bc 
accomplished by welding a metal plate over the mouth of the inlet pipe during thc time the 
Truckee Canal is dcwatcrcd. 

A 6604 foot long pipeline right of way grant is currently authorized to Southern Pacific Railroad 
for a 6 inch diameter pipeline via Righl-ol~ Way Grant Serial Number NVN 0 04325 I. The 
railroad company no longer uses the water for the purpose under which the original grant was 
issued. The pipeline is currently open at the canal inlet without any means to prevent water from 
entering the pipeline within the Truckee Canal right of way (sec Fig 2). The pipeline terminates 
in a reservoir adjacent to the canal. 

On March 23, 1906, Reclamation entered into an agreement with the Central Pacific Railroad to 
deliver 200,000 gallons per clay for railroad purposes at Hazen, Nevada. Water after that time 
was also used by the residents or llazen. Prior to the 1930s the United States, and during the 
1930's TCm, granted a hookup [or domestic use. In 1978 Southern Pacific Railroad sold the 
land, pipeline and reservoir to Acqua Terra, a developer who planned a housing development. 
Acqua Terra did not 1I1c to have the right-of-way transferred. They maintained the pipeline until 
1987 when the State Water Engineer ruled that Acqua Terra did not own the water rights. 

During the 1970s Nevada Department or Environmental Protection (NDEP), Health Division, 
became involved in water quality concerns, specifically with arsenic and manganese, and the 
location of the water system with respect to downstream flows from the Reno-Sparks sewage 
treatment plant. It prohibited expansion of the town unless a minimum treatment of coagulation, 
filtration and chlorination are added to the system, as the current filtration system of sand was 
inadequate. Numerous violations were referred to the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) lor enforcement. In 1992 the owner of Acqua Terra informed the EP A that the former 
users of this system had switched to well water, and in 1993 thc EPA concluded Hazen was no 
longer a Public Water System per federal definition. 



In November 20 I0 the Truckee Canal was dewatercd to allow TClJ) to make necessary repairs, 
During this time, with no water I-lowing in the canal and no water being diverted to the Hazen 
reservoir, tile community complained that their source of water had dried up, Investigations 
indicated that the community of Hazen most likely did not have a valid water right for this water, 
and therefore further diversion from the Truckee Canal should not be allowed, There arc 
indications that this water is being used for household purposes, 

Nevada Revised Statue (NRS) 445A,015 states: "Every owner, agent manager, operator or other 
person having charge of any waterworks furnishing water for public use shall: 1, Knowing permit 
any 'let or omit any duty or precaution by reason whereof the purity or healthfulness ofthe water 
supplied shall become impaired is guilty of a gross misdemeanor." 

Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 445A,663 adopts numerous codes and standards which 
prohibit non-potable water connections to residential homes, 

Reclamation believes that to allow the unauthorized diversion to continue may be a violation of 
these statutes and codes, as well as an unauthorized usc of Newlands Project water. Therefore 
the inlet will be temporarily closed before the Truckee Canal is rewatered this year, Permanent 
removal of the structure may be considered in the future and will be addressed in a separate 
NEPA document. 

Location: The pipeline inlet is located in the Sl·:1/4 of the NWl/4 of Section 4, T' 19 N, R 26 E, 
MDM, Churchill County, Nevada, This proposed project is located on the USGS Hazen, 
Nevada, quadrangle map, 
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NEPA Action Recommended; Categorical Exclusion ~ EA ElS 

Environmental commitments, explanation, and/or remarks;
 
Sec the attached correspondence from the Mid-Pacific Region Cultural Resources Division
 
regarding concurrence with Item 8 (cultural resources), and from Patricia Rivera regarding Item
 
13 (Indian Trust Assets).
 

Prcpared by: .4/29I1L__ 
Date 

Recommended: t:4al./A2» /)1--c'WAL~7
 
AndreaJ.~

Natural Resource Specialist 

Concurrence: 
R . 'rt J. Edwards 
Res urce Division Manager 

Approved: -~~-
'enneth L. Parr~ 

Area Manager 
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Figure 2. Maintenance apparatus, looking east 
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Minor, Andrea J 

From: Rivera, Patricia L 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2011 7:23 PM 
To: Minor, Andrea J 
Subject: RE: ITA request form for the Hazen Inlet Closure 

Andrea, 

I reviewed the proposed action wherein the Lahontan Basin Area Office is directing Truckee Carson 
Irrigation District (TCID) to close the Hazen Pipeline inlet. This will be accomplished by welding a 
metal plate over the mouth of the inlet pipe during the time the Truckee Canal is dewatered. 

A 6604 foot long pipeline right of way grant is currently authorized to Southern Pacific Railroad for a 
6 inch diameter pipeline via Right-of-Way Grant Serial Number NVN 0 043251. The railroad company 
no longer uses the water for the purpose under which the original grant was issued. The pipeline is 
currently open at the canal inlet without any means to prevent water from entering the pipeline 
within the Truckee Canal right of way. The pipeline terminates in a reservoir adjacent to the canal. 

In November 2010 the Truckee Canal was dewatered to with no water flowing in the canal and no 
water being diverted to the Hazen reservoir, the community complained that their source of water 
had dried up. Investigations indicated that the community of Hazen most iikely did not have a valid 
water right for this water, and therefore further diversion from the Truckee Canal should not be 
allowed. There are indications that this water is being used for household purposes. Reclamation 
believes that to allow the unauthorized diversion to continue may be a violation of Nevada statutes, 
as well as an unauthorized use of Newlands Project water. Therefore the inlet will be temporarily 
closed before the Truckee Canal is rewatered this year. Permanent removal of the structure rnay be 
considered in the future and will be addressed in a separate NEPA document. 

The proposed action does not have a potential to affect Indian Trust Assets. The nearest ITA 
is Pyramid Lake Reservation approximately 12 miles NW of the project location. 

Patricia 
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Minor, Andrea J 

From: Minor, Andrea J 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2811 4:29 PM 
To: Minor, Andrea J 
Subject: FW: Draft Proposed action - Hazen Pipeline Inlet Closure and Removal 

From: Nickels, Adam M 
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2011 4:07 PM 
To: Minor, Andrea J 
Cc: Barnes, Amy J; Bruce, Brandee E; Dunay, Amy L; Fogerty, John A; Goodsell, Joanne E; Overly, Stephen A; Perry, 
Laureen (Laurie) M; Williams, Scott A 
Subject: RE: Draft Proposed action - Hazen Pipeline Inlet Closure and Removal 

Project No. 11-LBAO-132 

Andrea: 

The proposed undertaking to comply with local, state, and Federal regulations and laws and for the purposed of 
correcting an unauthorized water delivery and service action has no potential to cause effects to historic properties 
pursuant to the regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.3(a)(1). 

The proposed undertaking will result in an action to temporarily cap a water diversion known as the Hazen Pipeline inlet 
on the Truckee Canal at MP 24.5. A metal plate will be welded to the inlet of the pipe. There is no ground disturbance 
associated with this action. The welded plate will serve as a temporary solution. Future actions to resolve the diversion 
point will be addressed at a later date. 

After reviewing the CEC LO-2011-1010 forthe "Hazen Water Inlet Closure, Truckee Canal, Newlands Project, Nevada," 
dated 04-28-1.1, I concur with stipulation 8. 

Location: Truckee Canal MP 24.5 

Exclusion Category: C3 

This email is intended to convey the conclusion of the Section 1.06 process for this undertaking. Please retain a copy of 
this concurrence with the CEC file. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. 

Sincerely, 

Adam M. Nickels - Archaeologist - M.S. 
Phone: 916.978.5053 " Fax: 916978.5055 - www,usbr.gov 

------_.. __.•._._.•.__..._.•....... _--_..__.._--_...__••....
t<1·.c.J:'~~ll.\I.I~~,'LMid_Pacific Regional Office MP-153 2800 Cottage Way" Sacramento, California 95825 
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