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BRAD OLSON 
East Bay Regional Park District 

2950 Peralta Oaks Court 
P.O. Box 5381 

Oakland, CA 94605-0381 
(510) 544-2622 

bolson@ebparks.org 
 

 
Overview:  Twenty-five years of professional experience planning, acquiring, restoring  
                   developing, and managing open space and parklands in northern California. 

 
Professional History 

East Bay Regional Park District, Environmental Programs Manager.  1996 to present.  

Natural Resource Management: 

� Developed and manage the District’s Resource Enhancement Program.  Work with 
State and federal regulators, local land use agencies, elected officials, land owners, 
land trusts, developers and the environmental community to protect, acquire, restore 
and manage plant and animal habitats in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  
Secured approval for 32 Projects that acquired 2,510 acres of parkland and provided 
$33,000,000 in funding for acquisition, restoration and management of these lands.  
These include the following example projects: 

1. Brushy Peak Preserve: Negotiated $4,500,000 in agreements to acquire, 
restore and manage 800-acres of open space.  Developed conservation easements 
and long-term land management plans for special-status species, wetlands, grasslands 
and public access. Developed endowments for park maintenance and habitat 
management.  Managed construction of approximately four acres of new stock pond 
and seasonal wetlands that contain breeding populations of California tiger salamander 
and California red-legged frog. 

2. Eastshore State Park:  Manage development of seven restoration and public 
access projects along the Emeryville, Berkeley, Albany and Richmond shorelines.  
Including creation of new wetlands and coastal habitats, special-status species 
management, community stewardship, public access facility development, construction 
management, and funding for long-term management. 

3. Martinez Regional Shoreline:  Negotiated agreements to restore an 80-acre tidal 
marsh for special-status species and new public access facilities at Martinez Shoreline 
in Contra Costa County.  Oversaw preparation of restoration, management and 
monitoring plans, and obtained $5,000,000 in project funding.  Managed construction 
of new tidal wetlands and riparian habitat along Alhambra Creek, which provided new 
habitat for California clapper rail and saltmarsh harvest mouse. 

� Represent the District on a ten-agency multi-species Habitat Conservation Plan for a 
170,000-acre planning area in eastern Contra Costa County.  Developed and approved 
Joint Powers and Implementing Agreements.  Serve as District lead in land acquisition 
funding, resource manage plan development and long-term land management funding.  
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Manage District implementation of the Plan, including land acquisition and restoration 
project development.  These include the following examples: 

1. Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve:  Manage development of a stock 
pond providing breeding habitat for California tiger salamander and California red-
legged frog, and manage District construction of a freshwater wetland and riparian 
enhancement project on a tributary of Sand Creek near Brentwood. 

2. Vasco Caves Regional Preserve:  Managed rehabilitation of stock ponds that 
provide breeding habitat for endangered amphibians, and manage development of a 
new seasonal wetland in the head waters of Brushy Creek near Byron. 

Recreation Management: 

� Jointly developed and implemented $10,000,000 in restoration and public access 
projects for the 72-acre Berkeley Meadow at Eastshore State Park.  These projects 
provide for restoration of plant and animal habitats, and for construction of interpretive 
trails, fencing, gates, exhibits and benches.  Manage a community stewardship 
program with local schools, environmental organizations and businesses to educate 
people about the value of the local wildlife and plants. 

� Managed planning and implementation of a restoration and public access project at 
Martinez Regional Shoreline.  The plan provided for development of a new staging 
area, picnic facilities, trails, boardwalk, interpretive exhibits and benches.   

Environmental Compliance and Interagency Communication: 

� Prepare restoration and management plans, and CEQA documents, prepare and 
present staff reports and resolutions, coordinate hearings before the District’s elected 
Board of Directors at public meetings, Board committee’s and interagency liaison 
meetings.  Coordinate and staff Board committees, prepare staff reports, serve as 
expert witness, conduct presentations, and provide technical and policy assistance to 
Board members on complex and sometimes controversial proposals.   

� Review documents, prepare correspondence, and provide public testimony on 
proposed plans, projects and programs that affect District interests.  These include 
State and Federal regulatory agencies, land management agencies, water districts, 
Board’s of Supervisors, and the City Council’s and commissions of 33 cities and 
special districts.  

Program and Financial Management: 

� Prepare budget objectives, funding requests and accomplishment reports for the 
General Manager and Board of Directors on Capital projects and on-going programs.  
This includes development and management of forty capital projects to acquire 
parklands, develop infrastructure, provide public access, restore plant and animal 
habitats and provide management endowments.  

� Collaborate with agency managers to develop strategic plans to implement the 
District’s Master Plan objectives.  This includes process mapping, capital project 
development, communications, and Geographic Information Systems services.   
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Resource Management International, Supervising Principal Consultant.  1994 to 1996.  

� Managed and performed special-status species surveys, delineated jurisdictional 
wetlands, prepared permit applications and mitigation plans, and obtained State and 
Federal Regulatory permits for various developments throughout northern California. 
Managed and reviewed project team work products, conducted technical training, 
prepared scopes of works, cost estimates, and administered project budgets. 

� Managed and implemented a remedial restoration plan for a failed tidal wetland 
restoration project on Corte Madera Creek.  Established new performance goals and 
success criteria, and a maintenance and monitoring program.  Managed a project team 
and contractors, prepared contracts, and completed work on-budget and on-time 

Port of Oakland,  Associate Port Environmental Planner.  1991 to 1994. 

� Managed preparation of the $60,600,000 Oakland Airport Roadway Project in Alameda 
County.  Prepared the scope, budget and schedule, selected and hired consultants, 
reviewed technical reports, and managed a multi-disciplinary team.  Conducted public 
scoping meetings and chaired an interagency technical advisory committee. 

Caltrans, District Biologist.  1987 to 1991.  

• Performed surveys in serpentine communities on San Francisco Water District Lands 
for special-status species, identified project impacts, formulated mitigation measures 
and evaluated various project alternatives in San Mateo County. 

• Characterized the ecology of Mt. Tamalpais, Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
and Muir Woods near State Route 1.  Identified sensitive resources and routing 
alternatives to avoid resources potentially impacted by highway replacement.  
Coordinated studies with regulatory agencies, conservation organizations, citizens 
groups and elected officials. 

• Performed  a wetlands assessment , special-status species surveys and an inventory 
heritage oak trees affected by Highway 12 widening near Kenwood in Sonoma County.  
Coordinated with elected officials, Sonoma County Public Works and Regional Parks 
Departments, and conservation organizations, including the Native Plant Society. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service,  Soil Conservationist.  1983 to 1987. 

• Conducted special-status species surveys and managed preparation of an EIR/EIS 
and a Biological Assessment for the Marsh Creek flood control project near Brentwood.  
Project studies were later used for the Los Vaqueros Reservoir project.   

 
 

College Education 

Bachelor of Science, Natural Resources Planning and Interpretation, Humboldt State, 1983. 
 
Associate in Arts, General Education, Diablo Valley College, 1980. 
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Continuing Education and Training 

� Communications in Real Estate Acquisition.  International Right of Way Association. 
� Jurisdictional Delineation of Wetlands: Army Corps of Engineers.  Huffman  Assoc. 
� Revegetation and Restoration Planning.  Society for Ecological Restoration. 
� State of the Estuary Conferences.  Various San Francisco Bay Area locations. 
� Restoring Diversity: Is Reintroduction an Option for Endangered Plants?.  St. Louis. 
� Habitat Evaluation Procedures Certification.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
� California Environmental Quality Act.  Association of Environmental Professionals. 
� Hazardous Materials and Waste Operators Training. Environmental Systems inc. 
� Community First Aid and CPR, plus annual refresher courses.  American Red Cross. 
� Advanced Open Water Scuba Diving Certification.  Pacific Assn. of Diving Instructors. 

Professional Memberships/Affiliations 

� Rare Plant Chair (1989-2001) and Rare Plant Scientific Advisory Committee (1991-
2001) - California Native Plant Society, East Bay Chapter. 

� Board of Directors (2000-2004) and moderator/presenter at several technical sessions 
at several conferences – California Society for Ecological Restoration. 

� Research Affiliate (on-going) - UC Berkeley and Jepson Herbaria with research 
projects for Mt. Diablo, Big Creek Preserve and Serpentine Plant Communities. 

Publications 

� “Martinez Resource Enhancement Project” in Ecesis, Winter 2002 and Spring 2005. 
� Contributor to Ertter and Bowerman.  Flowering Plants and Ferns of Mt. Diablo.  2002. 

Jepson Herbarium. 
� Contributor to The Weed Worker’ Handbook.  2004. The Watershed Project and 

California Invasive Plan Council. 
� Status of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Vascular Plants in Alameda and Contra 

Costa Counties, 3rd Ed. Mar. 1994. California Native Plant Society. 

Honors and Awards 

� Letter of Appreciation from Janet Nichols, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, for 
environmental work on Highway 12 widening in Sonoma County. 

� Excellence in Transportation Award for the Martinez Regional Shoreline Enhancement 
Project, from the California Department of Transportation      

� Rare Plant Conservation Award from David Magney, President, California Native Plant 
Society for outstanding contributions to rare plant conservation. 

� Letter of Appreciation from Charles Roberts, Port of Oakland Executive Director, for 
contributions to the growth and development of the Port of Oakland. 

� Letter of Appreciation from John Kopchik, Executive Director of the East Contra Costa 
County Habitat Conservancy for contributions to the development and implementation 
of the East Contra Costa Habitat Conservation Plan. 

� Letter of Appreciation from Steve Ritchie, Executive Project Manager of the South Bay 
Salt Pond Restoration Project for participation in the Stakeholder Forum for 
development of this 15,000 acre restoration project. 
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