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Responses to Comments 

JEH-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

JEH-2 and JEH-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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RI-1 

Identifying beneficiaries and their ability to pay is beyond the scope of a draft 
EIS/EIR. 

RI-2 

Under current Reclamation repayment structure, the method of determining water 
pricing was included in the analysis. 

RI-3 

Analysis of market pricing effects on water distribution and usage is beyond the 
scope of a draft EIS/EIR. 

RI-4 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

RI-5 

Preparing an analysis of the marginal cost pricing of water and resulting changes 
in demand and uses is beyond the scope of the EIS/EIR 
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PJ-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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JK-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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NK-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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PBL-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

PBL-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

PBL-3 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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RML-1 

As described in Section 7.4, the overall area available for recreation in the south 
Delta would not change substantially.  The operable gate would be in a location 
different from that of the current temporary barrier on Grant Line Canal; the 
permanent gate would be open during much of the day, and a boat lock would be 
operated when the gate is closed to allow passage of boats. 

RML-2 

Velocities in West Canal would be maintained by dredging the canal to improve 
its conveyance capacity. 

RML-3 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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JIM-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision Making Process 

JIM-2 

  The SDIP EIS/EIR includes an assessment of Stage 1 and Stage 2 impacts on 
aquatic resources.  Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the 
South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline 

JIM-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

JIM-4 

The environmental impacts of constructing and operating the fish control gate 
and flow control gates and conducting conveyance dredging are disclosed in the 
SDIP EIS/EIR.  The analysis concluded that these actions would result in 
significant impact on certain resources.  The resources affected are summarized 
in SDIP EIS/EIR Table ES-2.  Each significant impact would be reduced to a less 
than by the application of the specified mitigation measure(s).  
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DM-1 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision Making Process 
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GMM-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

GMM-2  

Section 5.1 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides information on the amount of water 
that would be exported as part of Stage 2.  This information provided the basis 
for evaluating the environmental impacts resulting from changes in reservoir 
storage (Oroville, Shasta, and Folsom) and river flows (Sacramento, Feather, and 
American).  The changes in reservoir storage or river flows as a result of 
operating Stage 2 would be very small and are not expected to result in 
significant environmental impacts.  South of Delta exports would not increase 
under Stage 2. 

GMM-3 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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FM-1 

 The head of Old River fish control gate, Grant Line flow control gate, and the 
Old River flow control gate each include a boat lock that will maintain boat 
passage when the gates are in operation.  Although the Middle River gate does 
not include a boat lock, boat passage would be allowed when the gate is not in 
operation.  As discussed in Section 7.4 of the SDIP EIS/EIR, restricting access to 
Middle River is not expected to substantially reduce boating opportunities 
because most boats cannot access the channel because it is shallow and narrow.  

FM-2 

  Section 5.5 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of the potential flood 
control impacts of the project.  The gates have been designed to be flood neutral 
and would not affect flood stages or channel velocities.  
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WSM-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Comments from Individuals

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
7-80 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Comment Letter VM 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Comments from Individuals

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
7-81 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Responses to Comments 

VM-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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SN-1 

 Section 5.3 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of changes in water 
quality conditions under SDIP Stage 1 and Stage 2.  The analysis concluded that 
salinity in the interior South Delta would decrease and slightly decrease at 
Emmaton and Jersey Point for both SDIP Stage 1 and Stage 2.  These changes 
were not substantial and were considered to be less than significant.  Section 5.2 
of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of changes in tidal elevations.  The 
analysis concluded that operation of Stage 1 or Stage 2 would result in 
substantial change in tidal elevations within the Delta.  Table 5.2-6 provides a 
summary of the expected changes.   

SN-2 

 Section 5.5 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment of the potential flood 
control impacts of the project.  The gates have been designed to be flood neutral 
and would not affect flood stages or channel velocities. 
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AP-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR and Master 
Response L, Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and 
the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

AP-2 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision Making Process.  
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MP-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

MP-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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JGP-1 

Please see Master Response L Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

JGP-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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JDP-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

JDP-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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SR-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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MAR-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

MAR-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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JS-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

JS-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

JS-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

JS-4 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 
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BS-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

BS-2 and BS-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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DT-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

DT-2 

Please see Master Response B Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response K, 
Staged Decision Making Process.   
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BS2-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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JL-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

JL-2 and JL-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the South Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 
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CC-1 and CC-2 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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WR-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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AH-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 
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AD-1 

DWR and Reclamation acknowledge your opposition to the SDIP. 
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Responses to Comments 

VWC-1 

The commenter’s description of the project’s benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 
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