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Letter 

CDWA 
& 

RD2040 
Response 

 Nomellini, Grilli & McDaniel 
Professional Law Corporations 
Dante John Nomellini, Attorney for Central Delta Water Agency 
and Reclamation District No. 2040 
June 26, 2006 

 

CDWA&RD2040-1 See Master Response 3, “Rock Slough Water Quality Standards 
and Compliance.” 

 
CDWA&RD2040-2 See Master Response 6, “Project Relationship to CALFED Goals, 

Delta Improvements Package, and Future Delta Water Quality.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-3 The Alternative Intake Project would not set a precedent for a 

peripheral canal or other similar facility. The peripheral canal 
proposed in the 1970s would have been about 44 miles long with a 
conveyance capacity of over 20,000 cfs, designed to transport vast 
amounts of water from the Sacramento River to the export 
facilities in the south Delta. The Alternative Intake Project would 
be a small (2.5-mile pipeline and intake capacity of 250 cfs), local, 
in-Delta project serving an in-Delta user. The essence of the 
peripheral canal idea is that it would completely re-route large 
flows around the Delta. The Alternative Intake Project would 
ensure that CCWD could continue diverting water within the Delta. 
Unlike a peripheral canal, the Alternative Intake Project would not 
result in either a change in annual average inflows through and to 
the Delta, or and a change in average diversions from the Delta. 
Permitting the Alternative Intake Project would not provide any 
precedent for a large export facility, like the peripheral canal, that 
would cause major environmental impacts to the Bay-Delta 
system. 

 
CDWA&RD2040-4 The comment suggests that seeking a new area of origin right 

might be a better alternative to the Proposed Action. CCWD and 
Reclamation examined a wide range of alternatives to meet the 
Alternative Intake Project purpose and need/objectives, including 
new sources of water (see Chapter 3, “Alternatives, Including the 
Proposed Action,” and Appendix B, “Alternatives Screening,” of 
the Draft EIR/EIS). A new area of origin water right would not 
meet the project’s primary purpose of water quality improvement. 

 
With existing CCWD facilities, a new area of origin water right 
would not change the quality of CCWD’s Delta diversions. 
Diversions to storage during spring, when Old River salinity tends 
to be lower than Victoria Canal salinity, are limited by water 
quality (CCWD only fills Los Vaqueros when salinity in Old River 
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is low, usually 50 mg/L chlorides or below) and by the terms and 
conditions of CCWD’s biological opinions for protection of listed 
fish species, not by lack of supply or sufficient water rights. Water 
quality in spring is currently sufficient to fill Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir in most years. The problem CCWD faces is poor water 
quality in fall, which limits how much water can be diverted 
directly from the Delta and increases what must be released from 
Los Vaqueros Reservoir to meet CCWD’s water quality objectives. 
The Alternative Intake Project would address this problem by 
providing better water quality from Victoria Canal in fall and 
reducing water releases from Los Vaqueros Reservoir for blending 
in fall. A new area of origin water right for CCWD’s existing 
facilities would not address this problem. 

 
CDWA&RD2040-5 The Proposed Action is expected to be highly effective in 

protecting CCWD’s water quality during both localized 
emergencies (by allowing flexibility in the operating system) and 
general emergencies (by allowing Los Vaqueros Reservoir to 
maintain greater storage levels, on average). A variety of 
desalination project configurations were considered in the 
Alternatives Analysis (see Chapter 3, “Alternatives, Including the 
Proposed Action,” and Appendix B, “Alternatives Screening,” of 
the Draft EIR/EIS) and one desalination alternative was carried 
through for detailed evaluation in the Draft EIR/EIS to compare 
the environmental effects of such an alternative to the Proposed 
Action. As discussed in Section 4.5.2.1 of Appendix B, 
“Alternatives Screening,” of the Draft EIR/EIS Volume II, 
desalination is much more expensive than the Proposed Action in 
terms of cost per quality benefit due to the high costs of 
construction and operation associated with desalination plants. The 
final selection of an alternative will take into account factors such 
as economic and technical feasibility and comparative benefits and 
detriments. 

 
CDWA&RD2040-6 See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-7 See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-8 See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-9 As described in Section 4.5, “Local Hydrology and Water 

Quality,” of the Draft EIR/EIS Volume I, CCWD would 
coordinate with RD 2040 to develop the project in a way that 
meets the RD 2040 standards for flood protection. This may 
include constructing temporary structures, such as a raised 
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cofferdam at the tunneling pit, as required to prevent flooding 
during construction. 

 
CDWA&RD2040-10 Comment noted. See response to Comment RD800-2. 
 
CDWA&RD2040-11 See Master Response 1, “Delta Water Quality Analysis” and 

Master Response 2, “Delta Water Level Analysis.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-12 See Master Response 2, “Delta Water Level Analysis.” 
 
CDWA&RD2040-13 The Proposed Action would not increase CCWD’s total diversions 

(rate or average annual quantity). Although the timing and location 
of diversions would shift, CCWD’s Delta diversions would not 
increase on an average annual basis. The new pump station and 
pipeline would be designed for a maximum diversion of 250 cfs. 

 
CDWA&RD2040-14 See Master Response 5, “Cumulative Analysis.” 
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Letter 

SDWA 
Response 

 South Delta Water Agency 
John Herrick 
June 26, 2006 

 

SDWA-1 See responses to CDWA’s comments. 
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Letter 

KCWA 
Response 

 Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard 
Clifford W. Schulz, Attorney for Kern County Water Agency 
June 26, 2006 

 

KCWA-1 See responses to SWC’s comments and Master Response 6, “Project 
Relationship to CALFED Goals, Delta Improvements Package, and Future 
Delta Water Quality.” 
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Section D: Others 
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Letter 

SWC 
Response 

 State Water Contractors 
Terry Erlewine, General Manager 
June 26, 2006 

 

SWC-1 See Master Response 1, “Delta Water Quality Analysis.” 
 
SWC-2 See Master Response 3, “Rock Slough Water Quality Standards and 

Compliance.” 
 
SWC-3 See Master Response 4, “Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project 

Analysis.” 
 
SWC-4 See Master Response 6, “Project Relationship to CALFED Goals, Delta 

Improvements Package, and Future Delta Water Quality.” 
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Letter 

DWP 
Response 

 The Delta Wetlands Project 
David A Forkel, General Manager, Delta Wetlands Project 
June 26, 2006 

 

DWP-1 See Master Response 5, “Cumulative Analysis.” 
 
DWP-2 See Master Response 5, “Cumulative Analysis.” 
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Letter 

VIF 
Response 

 Victoria Island 
Victoria Island Farms and Victoria Island L.P. Partners 
June 23, 2006 

 

VIF-1  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-2  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-3  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-4  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-5  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-6  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-7  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-8  See Master Response 2, “Delta Water Level Analysis.” 
 
VIF-9  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-10  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-11  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-12  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-13  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-14  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-15  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-16  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-17  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-18  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-19  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-20  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
 
VIF-21  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
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VIF-22  See Master Response 7, “Agricultural Analysis.” 
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