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UPPER COLORADO (D)
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December 6, 2004

Regional Lirector

Fower Colorade Region

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Attention: Jayne Harkins, BCOO-4600
P.O. Box 61470

Bouider City, NV 89006-1470

Dear Ms. Harkins:

On behalf of 1he Upper Colorado River Commission, we wish to respond to the Federal Register
Notice for public comment on the review of the exisling Coordinated Long Range Operating
Criteria. (LROC), for Colorado River Reservoirs,

We do not objeet to the changes proposed in the federal register. However, we also wish to make
the followiny additional comments regarding the content of the existing LROC.

The Cammission does not endorye the assumption and objective in the LROC of a minimurm
release of water from Lake Powell of 8.23 million acre-feet cvery year. To date, no lower basin
use and supply data have been presented 1o show that this release volume is required in
accordance with the Compact. If such a number is used in the LROC, it must be understood that
this ts a planning objective which may be modified in the Annual Operating Plan to reflect
current conditions and in aceordance with Compact requirements.

We remain coneerned about the drought and depletion of st orage at Lake Powcll. I is imiperative
that the LROC be interpreted to have sufficient flexibility to allow for modifications in the AQP
as needed to reflect eritical conditions and compact requirements. The Commission supports
review of the LROC in accordance with the process and schiedule in the Colorado River Basin
Projecr Act of' 1968, Decisions regarding the timing for the next review should he left open, as il
may be necessary to begin the next review prior lu the time suggested ar the public hearing.
Thank you for the opporiunity to comment. Plesse do not hesitate 1o contact me if vou have
guestiong.

Sincerely.

Lo 0. 0l

Don A, Ostler, P.I.
Executive Director and Scoretary

cer Upper Divisian Comnissioners





